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results into the compute : program database- Once the results a: 5 
saved, the product ID ta will be printed at the location L of t: 2 
blood component and the >lood component will be ready to issue 5 
the patient. 

Pay* IB. \in*a 2-4: 

Button captior.a of the patient bar P are driven by t.;a 
currenf "Vtate "of palie^l^information ^Which^ts * drawn •• from ■ 
database. 

Tn fh« Claims: 

A clean versi< .1 of the replacement claims follows and a 
marked-up version of th 3 replacement claims is attached to tr s 
amendment: 

1. A methoc of managing and tracking blood produc-s 
between a plurality of remote patient facilities and a centi 1 
blood testing facility /herein a blood specimen is obtained f 1 -m 
each patient who require 3 .a blood reserve for possible tranafusi >n 
and said specimen is transferred to said central blood testa .ig 
facility comprising the steps of: 

providir. an inventory of blood products at s< .d. 

central blood testing i .cility; 

selectir j one of said blood products which has in 
available segment at sa .d central blood testing facility; 

detachir j said segment from said blood product at 
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said central bl od testing facility; 

ransferring one of said blood products from said 
central blood esting facility to one of said remo e patient 
facilities at v ich said patient is located; 

ssigning said segment to said patient s> ecimen for 
crossmatching e_ said central blood testing facility; 

emote serological crossmatching each s= id patient 
specimen and said segment of said blood product at stid central 
m " *'6tobd" testing ' ?feil'ity'"'€B determine **6hef r cbmpatibiii-# : with one - 
another; 

.etermining all of the blood attributes f said one 
of said blood f oducts and said patient specimen; 

etermining the compatibility of said c le of said 
blood products and patient specimen selected by compa: ing all of • 
said blood att: .butes thereof; 

managing said blood products by preparin : a patient 
identification iatabase of each of said blood product. , segments 
and patient sp* -:imens and storing information in said atabase at 
each of said c ntral blood testing and remote patient facilities 
which correlate , each of said blood products, segments <nd patient 
specimens, the. location and movement; and 

-.racking the location and movement of e »ch of said 
blood products segments and patient specimens in sa d database 
between said amote patient facilities and said ce: tral blood 
testing facili y by displaying the information stoi ->d in said 
database relat ng to their location and movement. 

3. le method according to claim 1 'including the step of 
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assigning said blood products and said pdtient specimens to a 
location /ithin each of said remote patienjt facilities and Said 
central ) .ood testing facility and tracking any movement of said 
blood pre: ;ucts and said patient specimens tjj oth ~>.r locations. 

j 

4. The method according to claim 1- including the step of 
displayir Said patient identification information on a computer at 
each of -"id remote patient facilities and j central blood testing 

.£*• '• " ■ ■ ■ • • ! ' -^s ■ ' \ 

facility.; ; 'V • V. 

i 

5. The method according to claim |5 including the Step of 
display!: f said information on a patient baif on each said computer 
which is accessible to all users regardless of :heir location at 
each of aid facilities. ' 

6. The method according tp cl.aim 1 further 
characte .sed by crossmatching a segment of jeach .said blood product 
and eac? said patient specimen at Said jcentral blood testing 
facility assigning each said segment sjnd e.-ich said patient 
specimen to a location in said central bipod tasting and remote 
patient aeility, and recording said locatjon ir said database. 

7. The method according to claim 2 including the step 
of selec. ively displaying the absence or presence of each item of 
informat on stored including special needs, jpatient comments, prior 
transfus on reaction history, autologous blood availability, 
directet blood components, blood type, presei.ee of unexpected 
antibod: s, patient specimen expiration djate end reserved blood 

j 
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coir, onetits. 

8. The method according to clai; 1 wherein the step of 
crc s-matching includes the step of producing a product 
ide .fification tag and attaching to each se .d blood component. 

9. The method according to clair 1 wherein the step of 
determining all of the blood attributes, is characterized by 
co^firxtig the antigens v dnd antibodies i^each of said blood; 
pre iucts and said patient specimens to det rmine whether each is 
pre sent in each segment of . said blood pr< iuct and said patient 
specimen tested and storing said informati- \ in said database. 

10. A method for managing and f acking blood products, 
pat Lent specimens and segments between a plv :ality of hospitals and 

'a -. sntral blood testing facility wherein computer database is 
prrvided for recording information and a creen is provided, for . 
dU playing said information, the method co: prising the steps of: 

obtaining a blood specim a from each patient 
re< firing a blood product to be reserved fc possible transfusion; 

assigning a segment of a . blood product for 

cr< ssmatching; 

remote serological crossmat hing each said segment 
an said patient specimen . at said facil ty to determine their 
cc: patibility with one another; 

managing each said segment e d said patient specimen 
cr ssmatched by identifying each said segr nt, said component and 
sa .d patient specimen with patient identiJ .cation information and 
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recording said patient identificat: on information on said database; 
and 

tracking the lpcat: on and movement of each of said 
segments, said products and said patient specimens between said 
hospitals and said facility. 

11. A method according :o claim 10 further characterized 
.„ ,r by determining all attributes of - ? ach of said blood products and 
^ ^ said patient specimens prior to s><td Crossmatching . • - 

12. A method according ,o claim 10 including the step 'of 
testing the compatibility of s aid attributes prior to said 
crossmatching. 

13. A method accordir 3 to claim 12 characterized by 
periodically updating said a- tributes and recording said 
information in said database. 

14. a method according -o claim 10 including the step of 
tracking the location of each said segment and said patient 
specimen by recording their moveme.it between said test facility and 
patient location. 

15. A method according to claim 10 including the step of 
recording blood attributes of ea~h said patient specimen in said 
database. 

16. A method according to claim 10 including the step of 
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recording prior transfusion reaction history of each said patient 
in said database. 

17. A method acc- :ding to claim 10 including the step of 
recording autologous blood vailability in said database. 

18. A method acc-: ;ding to Claim 10 including the step of 
recording blood type of eat: -., said blood product and said patient 
specimen . - .■■>•■■ 

19. A method acc rding to claim 10 including the step of 
recording the specimen ex F ration date of each said segment and 
said patient specimen. 

20. A system ft- managing blood products and tracking 
their movement between a. central blood test facility and a 
plurality of hospitals •-. ierein a computer is provided for 
processing data including a .screen for displaying information, said 

system comprising: 

managing rru ins having first means including a 
database for entering in ormation pertaining to each patient 
requiring a blood reserve, second means for entering blood type 
information for a blood e ecimen from each said patient, third 
means for recording a bloc . type for a blood product assigned to 
each said patient, fourth means for recording on said database 
results of comparing blood t tributes of each said patient specimen 

and said blood product; 

fifth means for recording on said database results 
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of serological crossm; :ching of each said patient specimen and said 

blood product; and 

tracki g means for tracking the location and 
movement of each of said blood products and patient spec, .nens 
between said blood te t facility and said hospitals by displ ying 
on said screen the in ormation stored in said database relati g to 
their location and mc ement. 



2 9 J- '-in- ^;b%ood „. - management,, ^system.,, ,f or - man^ping , f 
information relating • o blood products between a central blood best 
facility and one ox more remote patient facilities where .n a 
computer is provided for processing data, a database is pro ided 
for recording said ,nf ormation and a screen is provider for 
displaying said info: nation recorded, the improvement compri ing: 
manag. \g means , including means for recc ding 
information identify, ig each patient requiring a blood reser e on 
said database, means for obtaining and recording a blood spe imen 
■from each said patie t, means for assigning a segment of a >lood 
product for cross atching, means for remote serolc rical 
crossmatching each s id segment and said patient specimen at said 
blood test facility to determine their compatibility wit one 
another, means for i antifying each said segment and said p £ :ient 
specimen, and means : >r assigning said segment, said blood pi .duct 
and said patient spe imen to a location in one of said blooc test 
facility and said re ote patient facilities. 

Cancel els m 27. 
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Kindly add the following claim: 

31. in a blood management system according to claim 29 
including means for displaying information relating to the location 
of each of said segments and said patient specimens. 
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